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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

Superior Solar Project, LLC (“Superior Solar”) contracted Environmental Consulting & 

Technology, Inc. (“ECT”) to prepare a Decommissioning Plan (“Plan”) for the approximately 

2,335-acre Superior Solar Project (“Project”) in Sands Township (“Township”), Marquette 

County, Michigan. This Plan was prepared to ensure appropriate decommissioning of the Project 

and to meet requirements of Section 418 Solar Energy Systems (“SES”) of the Sands Township 

Zoning Ordinance (“Zoning Ordinance”) as amended through September 2020.  

 

The Project is a 150-megawatt alternating current (“MW AC”) SES capable of providing clean, 

renewable electricity to more than 35,000 average Michigan homes. The Project components will 

include photovoltaic (“PV”) solar panels (approximately 390,000 - 430,000) that will be mounted 

on a single-axis tracking system with a 60+/- degree tilt, along with the associated infrastructure 

of electric inverters and transformers (approximately 40 inverters and 1 transformer), 

underground electrical collection systems (distribution equipment), electrical collector 

substation, point of interconnection switchyard (power control equipment), an approximately 

200 feet to 400 feet overhead transmission line, an operations and maintenance building 

(“O&M”), battery storage, a solar meteorological station, SCADA hardware, control house for 

protective relay panels and site controllers, associated facilities, private gravel access roads with 

gated ingress/egress points and security fencing.  Temporary facilities associated with 

construction will include a construction laydown yard. Collectively, the components listed in this 

paragraph comprise the “Project Facilities.” 

 

The Project proposes that the 150 MW AC SES would connect to the Midcontinent Independent 

System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) transmission system with an onsite line tap of the Dead River-

Arnold 345 kilovolt (“kV”) line. The Project is proposed to begin construction at the earliest in the 

fall of 2022 and be operational in late 2023. The site layout has been developed to optimize the 

solar resource while minimizing impacts on natural resources 

 

The purpose of this Plan is to ensure that, upon expiration of the operational life of the Project, 

the Project Facilities will be removed, and the Project property will be restored pursuant to the 

terms of the Zoning Ordinance.  

 

This Plan provides a description of the decommissioning activities for all facilities, including 

removal procedures and planned restoration of the land.  

 

1.1 SOLAR FACILITY COMPONENTS 

The primary components of the Project include the following solar components and associated 

infrastructure:  

• Solar panels and racking 

• Operation and maintenance building 

• Electrical substation 

• Power control equipment 

• Overhead 345 kV transmission line 
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• Battery storage 

• Tracking system 

• Electrical cabling and conduits 

• Foundations and steel piles 

• Transformers and inverters 

• Solar meteorological station 

• SCADA hardware 

• Control house for protective relay panels and site controllers 

• Private gravel access roads 

• Gated ingress/egress points 

• Security fencing 
 
1.2 ANTICIPATED PROJECT LIFE 

Superior Solar, the owner of the Project, or its successors and assigns, is responsible for the 

decommissioning of the Project. Commercial-scale solar facilities are designed to operate for 

thirty (30) years or more. Superior  Solar will be considered an abandoned use (“Abandoned Use”) 

after eighteen (18)  continuous months without production of energy, unless a plan is developed 

and submitted to the Sands Township Zoning Administrator outlining the steps and schedule for 

returning the Project to service, for example, a re-powering event. In the event Superior Solar 

does not plan to return the Project to service, the system will be decommissioned per Zoning 

Ordinance requirements and as outlined below. 

 

2.0  DECOMMISSIONING TASKS AND SEQUENCE 

Section 418(B)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance states: “Any freestanding solar collection system 

deemed abandoned shall be removed and the site returned to its original state.” Superior Solar 

understands this to mean all solar components including Project Facilities as defined, constructed 

above ground, and any structures to a depth of four (4) feet below-grade will be removed, to the 

extent required, and transported offsite for recycling or disposal, except for (i) access roads or 

driveways on private property if the property owner requests in writing to Superior Solar for such 

to remain and (ii) switchyard, interconnection facilities and other similar utility facilities not 

owned by Superior Solar at the time of decommissioning.  

Superior Solar anticipates decommissioning will occur over a twelve (12) month period and will 

coordinate with Township prior to the start of any decommissioning activities. 

All required approvals will be obtained prior to the start of decommissioning, and may include, 

but are not limited to the following:  

• Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) permits for activities such as but not 
limited to the placement of fill, dredging of material, draining surface water, or 
removing a structure within a regulated wetland, stream, or floodplain. 

• Sands Township or Marquette County permits for soil erosion, water quality, 
construction stormwater, septic and well, and building permits. 

• A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will be prepared to include best management 

practices for decommissioning. 
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The anticipated sequence of decommissioning and removal are described below; however, an 

overlap of activities is expected. 

• Reinforce access roads, if needed, and prepare the site for component removal 

• Install temporary fencing and best management practices (BMPs) to protect sensitive 
resources 

• De-energize solar arrays, if not already de-energized 

• Dismantle panels and racking 

• Remove the frame and internal components 

• Remove portions of structural foundations to a depth of four (4) feet below the surface 
and backfill sites if required 

• Remove inverters and transformers 

• Remove electrical cables and conduits to a depth of four (4) feet below the surface as 
required 

• Remove access and internal roads and grade site 

• Restore and revegetate disturbed land to the extent practicable 
 

3.0  SITE RESTORATION AND REVEGETATION 

Restoration activities may include regrading to restore land contours and seeding and/or planting 

seedlings to revegetate disturbed areas to the extent practicable. 

Superior Solar will comply with the conditions agreed upon by Superior Solar and Township. 

Superior Solar will also comply with any other federal and state regulations applicable to the 

Project at the time of decommissioning. 

 

 

 




